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STATE OF KEANSAS, BARBER COUNTY, 88:

We, the undersigned, members of the Board of County Commissioners in and for said county, and ex-officio Board of Canvassers for said county, do herelly .
ember, A. D. 1902, is true and correct, as shown by the returns of said election on file in the County Clerk’s office, and canvassed by us this 22nd day of Novemberfh

J. E. HOLMES, County Clerk.

Attest:

We, the undersigned, J. M. Orouse and Riley Lake, two members of the Board of County Commissioners of said county, do hereby make the following statem

On the 8th day of November, 1902, while said m&mbers, together with the other member of the Board of county commissioners and the county clerk were eat
cinct of Barber county, Kansas, that ten votes had been cast for E. H. Nixon, the regular candidate for representative from said county, and that afterward and bef
with a writ of mandamus issued out of the office of the clerk of the district court of Barber county, Kansas, by order of the judge of said court, which writ commanl
That afterwards said members proceeded in regular form and made their appeal from the order of said judge of the district court to the supreme court of the ss

Now, Therefore, by reason of the premises and for the sole and ounly purpose of complying with the said writ of mandamus, the two said commissioners whos
Nixon received eighteen votes in said Elwood precinct. Said commissioners further allege that they believe their original canvass to have been correct, and theref

PROTES!]

BEFORE THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS
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TELEPHORE NO. 50.

Oficial Paper of Barber Comty.

W.J.Bryan's precinct went republican
by a majority of 16 and Pre-ident Roose-
velt's precinet went democratic by a
majority of 31,

Tur Popnlists and Democrats elected
75 per ceut of their ticket in Barber
but it is not probable that they will
peat that many. We are inclined to
think, however, that the republican
bosses will permit one of them to have
his ciiea

Tue Populiets ani Democrats did basi.
noss in Wonds connty, Oklahoma, They
got everything but one representative
and one commissioner. Bat the people
down there made a great miatake by not
electing Tom Dyer a8 one of the mem-
bers of the bnard of commissioners,

C. F. BratTA1x pulled through in Grant
county, Oklahoma. He was elected
sheriff by a majority of 23. It was &
close race, but after Chariey serves them
one term they will elect him with an
overwhelming majority. We congratn-
late our old Barber county friend on his
gnccees,

Do vou notice that Kentucky is again
permanently in the Democratic column?
It wasn't that way before the repablican
machine down there murdered Gov.
Goebel and it would’nt be that way now
if that crime had not been committed.
But now the people of that state are
awake and they dara not trust the reins
of government to them agsin, and they
will not until the party proves to the
people that they stand for good govern-
ment and against murder and lawless-
ness. In Eansas the machine hasn’t
reached the murder stage yet but they
nave gotten to the point where they
deny the opposition a fair ballot and an
honest count, and if they keep on grow-
ing in yiciousness no man will be safe
who opposes them. When a party bee
gins to deprive the opposition party the
sacred right of franchise trouble begins
to brew in the air and it is high time
that a halt is called.

Callop A. M. Houchin for 7 per cent

= farm loans.

A GOOD SUGGESTION.

We were talkine with a good, re-

sponsible and subetantial citizen one
day last week concerning the represent-
ative maoddle. He says the publicis sick
and tired of the fu3s and in the interest
of decency and sens2 he thinks all part-
feashonld consent and agree to recount
the ballots cast in Elwood townshipin a
fair and open manner and let that set-
tle it.
_That 18 junst what the Index has urged
ever since tha attempt was made to
count Nixon in but he and hia cligne
will not agree to it. In private con-
versation they admit that the 10 votes
recorded in his favor on the judges'
certificate is ¢cirree? and that they are
claiming 18 on a mers technicality.

The man who made the snggestion
above referred to is a republican, but he
is an honest man and does not endorse
trickery or fraud of any pature.

CHANGES WANTED IN THE BALLOT LAW.

PR

The new law governing tha ballot in
Kansas ought to be amendad by the
incoming legislature. More than thir
ty thonsand citizens huave been dis-
franchired becaunse they did not mark
their ballots exactly as the new law
directa. The point the Herald makes
is that a ballot that can not bes voted
correctly without tea per cent of the
voters losing their vote needs simpli-
fication and needs it badly, A law
governing the manner of voting, that
ignorea the constitutional right of the
citizsens to be hesrd st the ballot box,
that does not recogniza the intention

of his ballot, ooght to be changed.
No technicalities or unnecssary diffi-
caltiea shounld be placed in the way of
the voter expressing his preferences
in his vote. That sort of thing ie all
right in Mississippi or Sounth Carolina
where they are proud of the injustice
that defeats the will of the voter, but
it is nat called for nor shomld it be
tolerated in Kaneas,

The plain truth of the matter is that
the law was intended to be a stumb-
ling block for fasion and is a very
small and unnecessary advantage to
take in a republican state by Republi-

cans. Every voter has the right to
have his judgment recorded at the
ballot box withont danger of having
it defeated by technical and poorly
understood details as to the manner of
marking his ticket.—Topeka Herald,

Rep.
Toe corm-cob is mightier than the
“bar’l,”

TaEz socialist vote throughout the conn-
iry waa a surprise to politicans.It hasin-
creased wonderfully. In KEansas, how-

ever, there was a falling off.

THE LAW INVALID.

The Supreme Court of California Kneecks
Out the New Ballot Law,

The supreme court of California bas
taken m shot at the ballotlaw of that
state which 18 similar to ours hers in
Kansas. The court says that the legis-
lature bas no right to ‘prohibit the
name of a candidate ontwo or more
tickets. It also says that the “No
Nomination” feature 1s a fraud and a
lie on its face and wholly veid.

We hope that the Kansas court will
be equally patriotic in this matter if
the question is ever presented. It is
only just that such a terrible law as
thieshould be consigned 1o the realms
of the damned.

The syllabus of the case is as follows

*Political code paragraph 1197, relat-

1ng to offical election ballots, which
provides that the name of a candidate
shall be printed only once upon a ballot,
and, if any candidate 18 noninated by
more than one certificate of comination
e must choose which of the party
designations he desires to have hisname
printed under, and if the candidate
shall fail to make the choice, his name
shall be placed on the ballot under the
party designation named in the certifi-
cate hrst filed, and underneath the title
of the office in the other party column
shall be printed the words *‘No Nomi-
nation’ ia unconstitutional, as inter-
fearing with the rights of political
partiesjto make nominations, and with
the right of a candidate to demand that
his name aball be placed on the ballot
80 as to inform the voters that he is the:
nominee of a particular party; and
therefore a man nominaetd by two par-
ties for the same office is entitled to
have his name printed twice on the
party ballot, under the two designa-
tions.”

L}

Tae legislature will convene Jan-
nary 14th. It will be a stormy seesion.
The pis proposition is all there will be
to it.

Tee new state administration will
be installed January 13th., The state
house shouold be heavily draped on that
occasion. .

“I wouLp rather beg at the back door
of a soup honse than to hold an office
to which I was not elected.” We heard
& man give voice to this eentimenta
few days sgo and it is endorsed by men
of all political faiths.

Tex U B. Senator will be elected Jan-
uary 27th. It looks like Lomngis ahead
at this time because the machine is for
him. One thing certain, they can't get
& beiter man than Harris morg worse

Up to the Legislature.

While the constitutional amendment
adopted at the eiection recently implied
that the terms of county commissioners
should be six years, the attorfey gener-
al, in an opinion rendered yesterday,
holds that 1t is necessary for the legis-
lature to fix the terms next winter.
The question arose by a county clerk
asking if heshould give the newly elect-
ed county commissioner a commission
for six years.- In reply, the attorney
general told him to make out the com-
mission without putting an expiration
date on it. He said that the legislature
could make the terms two years, four
years or slx years in length. If
made two years. all three commis-
sioners must be chosen at the same
election; if four years, two maust be
elected at one election and one at the
next; if elected for six years one ean be
elected every two years.—Beacon.

Unjust to Other Republicans.

The mandamus aetion which compel-
led the couating of eight extra votes,
for Nixon for representative in Elwood
township works an injustice to other
republican candidates who are
equally entitled to them and yet
they were not counted for them and no
demand by any other candidate was
made- We snggeated te one of the de-
feated republican candidates that he
should have those votes counted to his
credit if Nixon gets them but he said
he did not want them counted for him
because he knew he did not reeeive
them. He did not think it was right
to count them for Nixon. Everybody
agrees that this is true, and whether
the machine wins or loses in the su-
prema court this movement will lose
every man who had a hand in it, the
confidence and respect of every decent
honest aud law-abiding citizen in Bar-
bercounty. It is an outrage that can
never be justitied, atoned or explained.

Jupas GILLETT’s majority is placed at
2,272, The wonder is that it wasn’t sev-
eral times that number. With his op-
ponent’s name etricken off the ballot it
was no hard matter for Gillett to get the
votes.

Irregularity in Eagle.

In Eagle township the void ballots
were not tallied on the poll books or
returned to the county clerk as
provided by law. There were, accord-
ing to the best authority, from five to
eight void ballots in that township.
What effect this will haveon a con-
test 1s a question which the lawyers are
considering.

WY not simply declare that all the

one than Burton,
9

populist and democratic mmﬂ_ Jegal?

E. H. Nixon of Medicine Lodge, Re-
publican nominee for the House who
issuing for a certificats of election,
says he wants a recount of the votes
in Elwood precinct. The returns show
that he had eighteen vyotes, but the
Democratie commissioners of Barber
county claim that he had only ten,
and refuse to count him more than
ten. Without eighteen votes 1n EJ-
wood Nixon 18 defeated. He claims
thata recount will justify his conten-

one. The best way to settle a dispute
about the number of ballots cast is to
recount the ballots.—Topeka Herald,

Why 18 it that Mr Nixon will go
away from home and make these bald-
faced statements, when he will not
come up and sign up at home? He
knows that he would neyver consent to
counting the Elwood votes. Such
statements as he made in Topeka last
week as published in the Topeka papers,
are absolutely disgusting to the people
here at home who are acquainted with
the facts.

Mz. Nixox, the republican candidate
for repre=entative in Barber county, pro-
posed to the opposition that the votes
in the disputed townships be recounted
end the proposition was refused. The
claim that the republicans were trying
10 steal the office was the strongest card
they had to piay and they don’t propose
to lose jt in another shuffie —Hutchin-
son News. Item repidblished in Creaset,

Which is a lie, a whole lie and noth-
ing bat a lie. The republicans all over
the state are ashamed of this dirty, low-
down, contemptible thieving trick and
they ere trying to find a hole
to crawl out evea if they must eacrifice
all honor, menhood and decency they
ever possessed. And they haven’t got
the nerve to tell thess lies at home eith-
er, they must go away to do it.

Wm. Fuller, who lives a few miles
east of Medicine Lodge. came over lass
week after his cattie—400 or 500 head
which his brother-in-law, Roe Cole, had
been keeping for him.—Coldwater Star.

Report of Union school, dist. No. 78,
As the busy season is over the young
people are all able to return to school.
‘I'be attendance, though not large, has
been quite regular during the past
month and good interest is taken. The
total number enrolled 18 eleven, inolud-

absent nor tardy doriog the past month
are Loren H. Brown, Roy Howard and
Elizabeth M. Howard. The following
were not absent: Harry, George and
Liloyd Clark, Jobhn, Roy and Zelens
Lambert, and Amos Solenberger.—Geo.
F. Wright, teacher.

List your farms for sale with A, M,
Houchin. He has more buyers than
sellers.
Hall Hdw. Co. have & few light Deer-
ing mowers at a very low price, to close
out. -

tion. Mr. Nixon’s suggestion is a good

ing nine boys. Those being neither *




